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IN THE CL/\ [MS 

1 . (currently amended): A document management system for limiting user access to a registered 
document, comprising: 

a first storage means for registering a document to be accessed; and 
a second storage means for registering access controlling information, 
meluding a jpcaifii diaiaelu suing and identification data fui specifying said am,jj umuullinB 
in fo rma t ion, wherein said idenlffimllun data ij addui to said dummuut if jaid docmniui includes 
sai d sp e cific character string, and 

ttberem 3ftid access controlling informatio n comprises one or a plurality of access 
SS ntrolling information records, and each access contro l ling information record contain* g 
Sp ecific character string and identification data for sneci fvine the access controlling information 
record- and 

wherein, WhCT regiHterine a certain document in said first stora ge means or when setting 
the access control to a document Which has already been reg ist ered in said first storage means, a 
search is performed to check whether or not the document inclu d es said each specific character 
Strin g contained in gate access controlling information which h a s already been registered in said 
Second storage means, and if said specific character string is incl u ded in the document, said 
identification data for snecifving said aggggj controlling inf o rmation record containing the 

Specific Character string is added to the d ocument; and 

whergin. access to said document registered in said first storage maps, i s limited in 

accordance with contents of said access controlling information record corresponding to the said 

i dentification data, when the access to said document is thereafter requested, if said document 

contains said added identification data. 
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2. (Previously Presented): A document management system according to Claim 1, wherein 
said access controlling information further includes information indicating how the access to said 
document is limited and, when the access to said document is requested, the access is defined by 
referring to said information indicating how the access is limited. 

3 . (Previously Presented) : A document management system according to Claim 1 , wherein 
it is defined whether or not said document includes said specific character string at one of a time 
when said document is registered, a time when said access controlling information is registered, 
and a time when the access to said document is requested. 

4. (Previously Presented): A document management system according to Claim 1 , wherein 
said access controlling information further includes information to specify a person to be 
permitted to access with limitation. 

5. (Previously Presented): A document management system according to Claim 1, wherein 
said access controlling information further includes a valid term during which the access is 
limited. 

6. (Previously Presented): A document management system according to Claim 1, wherein 
said access controlling information is provided in a single record comprising a plurality of fields, 
including ID information for identifying said record, and said ID information is added to the 
document for relating said access controlling information to the document. 

7. (Previously Presented): A document management system according to Claim 5, wherein 
said access controlling information is provided in a single record comprising a plurality of fields, 
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including ID information for identifying said record, and said ID information is added to the 
document for relating said access controlling information to the document. 

8. (Previously Presented): A document management system according to Claim 4, wherein 
said access controlling information is provided in a single record comprising a plurality of fields, 
including ID information for identifying said record, and said ID information is added to the 
document for relating said access controlling information to the document. 

°. (Previously Presented): A document management system according to Claim 4, wherein 
said access controlling information further includes a valid term during which the access is 
limited. 

1 0. (Previously Presented): A document management system according to Claim 3, wherein 
said access controlling information is provided in a single record comprising a plurality of fields, 
including ID information for identifying said record, and said ID information is added to the 
document for relating said access controlling information to the document. 

1 1 • (Previously Presented): A document management system according to Claim 3, wherein 
said access controlling information further includes a valid term during which the access is 
limited. 

1 2. (Previously Presented): A document management system according to Claim 3, wherein 
said access controlling information further includes information to specify a person to be 
permitted to access with limitation. 
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13. (Previously Presented): A document management system according to Claim 2, wherein 
said access controlling information is provided in a single reeord comprising a plurality of fields, 
including ID information for identifying said record, and said ID information is added to the 
document for relating said access controlling information to the document. 

14. (Previously Presented): A document management system according to Claim 2, wherein 
said access controlling information further includes a valid term during which the access is 
limited. 

15. (Previously Presented): A document management system according to Claim 2, wherein 
said access controlling information further includes information to specify a person to be 
permitted to access with limitation. 

16- (Previously Presented): A document management system according to Claim 2, wherein 
it is defined whether or not said document includes said specific character string at one of a time 
when said document is registered, a time when said access controlling information is registered, 
and a time when the access to said document is requested. 

1 7. (new): A document management system according to Claim 1 , wherein said access 
controlhng information consists of the one or a plurality of access controlling information 
records. 



18. (new): A document management system according to Claim 1, wherein the user access 
consists of user viewing, printing, and copying to a medium, of the document storod in the first 
storage means, and wherein access control includes inhibiting user viewing, printing, copying 
and/or modification of a part or all of the document. 
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